
1401 HStreet. NW.
Suite 1020
Washington, DC. 20005
Office 202/326-3800
Fax 202/326-3826

July 2,1997

Mr. William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

EX PARTE OH ' ...
LAIE FiLED

RECEIVED
JUL - 3 1997

~~=...

Re: Ex Parte Statement
CC Docket 97-137

Dear Mr. Caton:

The attached letters addressed to Chairman Reed Hundt should be incorporated
in the record of the above referenced docket.

Sincerely,

c;;:6x~ r~/

ToniR.~on

Attachments
cc: M. Waksman
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June 10, 1991

11Ie HODcrab1c R.ad H\WIt
Cbairma
fCeral Comm~OGICommission
1919MjS~NW

WllhiDstoa. DC 20SS4

Ex-Pane ComDnmlwion
RB: CC: Docket ~7·1

1)_CbIitmIn Hlmdt:

"Ihc FcdmJ Cam.."'UIdoatioai Colllmilti. (FCC) nowbu hefoR it die ftm
applicltiOD &am AmcriMeh fa oWer m-1I,iaa. _ dJ... NI'Yico. na. Umud SaBars
Health Coopc:rlli.... (tJ'SHC) \\rI- yo,", 10 approve AmeriteGh"s applitation to o&r 101lg
~aervlce iAMlchtam

USHC IZId 0Iba' senior orpniZfriona _kid telccommuDicali.oas rebm u • SteP
toward improvUll awailabilily mel~ tJlc COIl otrt1lphDae aeMea taro1d1r
~ OI4cr AmeftcaDllI'C often dependat on Ion, distIDce...r.o maiDlain
c:emracr wim their tamily and do.. friends Uviaa lD distant 1ocatiODL UnfOftUMte1y. 1ba
naem iDczeaIes in lema dlstancc servico rea.cls to hit older AmericIIJItba hIrdIIt since
older CODIumaI are _likely 10 be10ns to a dilCOUlltpl._ rely more on ... rata
for lhcir~lephcme tenrice. lbae =entmfe iDcreasa,.... ftOt what Conp.. &Ud. our
AllOCiadora" had mmiDd With 1M J'UIIP ofthe TelHom"'tmieatiou AeL One
laIporwlt IIep tha Comma.ion CD tIkc to de1iYel 011 the promiJe oflower l=a4ilUlnce
raw torlseaion is to approve Ameriteeh'.1onI d.istucI applicadon.

USHC, tMrefore. uqes the CommilliOll to 'PPI~AmIritcch".IIppllc:IdOIl fa
..die! lema distIAc:e DSIIbthi Michipft. AJacriteGb hal met the requirementI oflhe
TeJecomlm1lJkal:io1Sl Act of 1996 u relards opaiDl tbe loc:a1lUdtct to competition.
Semon. in ~h111D IboW4 DOt ha.... to walt 1D11oupr to realize the heaeb of
meml!W compeUWm in 1be lona 4iacanc:c IDIZUt.

Si=ere:ly.

~W~
A!mcwm-
Actina Piuidcnt
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The Honorahl. Rced HUJIdl
CbliimID

,~CQmmmaiQl&iuu CuwwiNiQll
1'1'M Sen.NW
Wu'mpn. DC 20J54

l::~ }Jft Connnunbtinn
cc: AalairIcb~ in Michipn

I)eat.CIWImaD HuDcft:

Tbc redeal~DI CoatmiHiou ilnow coaai.dIriDI 1M IpPUo&cioIl fzom
It.mIirRIoh tog.Ul-NPra. lOfti-diatu;e.... The~ orpni....
~10u 10 IppIDve Ameriteeh". appIiCIIiCn 10 oftBt IGftl-diStance Mftic:e in 1M
...,. afMichisan.

• _ Hliew Azuzi1ocb. in COIIlpfIIiIion witb. other J.oq-&-. oompoi,H.
Wllllower 0Qf COS'tIi

.• ~ lave W a*~,.,{&h~ Amcritcdl...tvos-opadIOr'­
usistcd" _ tor pGOpl~ Mth dil'N1Jti. who....Wp diIIJaa. III aIidoa..
AmelitlGh....ai... t1N NJohipa TTY _lay..". A.D.n-u. aile
oft"en 11Y cliIc:omdI oaloca1 phDne~.

M~ waU kaow. Mr. Hun4t. JaviD& bee & *OIIIlIIJIPOrtar atc:oDMDCfI whh
4iMbin_ D1InY Americau with. diaUiJiUes liw GIl JimItecImco... w....1M
COIIIIIIDIft WI! .-ve will btAefil whtD loq-dittnee ... faD ill the~ofiDcnued
~1i~ - ap.ei.l1ly when .. compey promiJeI. at AzIIerireeh does. to prcwidft TrY
~fIOft 1ane-dtlfaZlCe WYiee.

IaI 0041015

~ 3

"DDI/OOT

;

DoUComm=ity Ac:Uou 'NCIWOlk
("DWCANlj
2111 0rclI8td Labt ltd 41101
S:tlvab Lao. Ml 41320

.Mom8o CounIy Oppornmity PIoJrIID
$0% W. EJm Ave.
NQatOc. MI 481Q

SWccrcly,

L.....c.., far
1DII.,..daat UvIDs

oW CaIUI)' Laae
Holland. Ml 49423
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June 10, 1997

The Honorable Rc:cd Hundt, CbainDan
Federal Commurricadons Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20544 .

Re: Ameritech 'Communicatious, Inc. Filing to Provide lolli DistIDre SeI"vice

Dear Mr.:Cbaim1an:

I am S\Jbmiltin& thcIe comments on behalfofthe National CoUDCil OD. the AgiDg.1nc. (NCOA).
NCOA is a center of1eadersbip and nalionwide expertise in tile issues ofaIioi. NCOA is an
association of more than 7.500 members - organf7ilriO'DS and indiVUtualS - who wort with or OD
behalf of older per3ODS. . "

To date, the Telec:ommunications Act has DOt had a noticeable impact on Ions diltaDce pricing.
NCOA supports increased competition ill both the local aDd long distance DWtcta to help reduce
the cost of residential phone bills and, ultimately. improve the quality ot service and .stimulate
greater innovation.

Many older persons on fIXed incomes woald benefit from ip.creued competition. as hi&her prices
may force them to choose bet'VJ'eell bAving a phone or pa)'ina for foDd., hBat, Dr hoUSing.
Te1ecommuDica:tioDS provide& critical access 10 the outside world to many semor citiZens who
Iive alone Dr in rural areas. WiClcsprea.d. affordable, reliable telecommunications services not
only enhance older persona' in"C!ependence, but makes it easier foe caregivm to usist them.

Senior citizens should have [be ability to choose amoGe a variety of marketplace optiom, or, if
they prefer, acquire all the .services they need ft'om a smale (2miliar entity. IJmiting IIW'Dtplace
options aDd restricting competition will impede and delay tile reaH7.at;on of the emerging
·'lDformation Age" for an important and growin& segment oCour pOpnlatioIL The emrance of
new-, customer focused competitors should offer improved options that represent increased value
over existing services.

Sincerely.

~._-~~-­
~FlttIW1
President ;;md CEO
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Mr. A••d IIIU"f
CPllllrmll"
'lCferal Communication. Comml.,lon
111'MSu~, NNY
Wa.hln;ton. CC 20554

Dear Chl'rman Hunt

On Mal 21 Amerit8ch petitioned the FCC for perml'llon to provide
lo"Q dlltanee Mrvle8 to Itslooal ~YltDmar. 1ft MlaI\';a". T". Triana'e
Coalition mo,,;ly bellev. thlt with IN adoption of new FCC rul•• to
utand Unlver••1Ac~u.leNlc"lo JehClClII. libr.,l... Ind ruml
Hlaltrl Flclllties tnilit laIn trt8 Interest of thllllnsd'\Itlonl thlt •
weng competitive environment girt among potentia' ••",,11;.
grgyldarl•

Arnorltech'. _"'rot Into the market will .nhane- competition ."" may
eo"lrlbute to lowI' ,ata. tor ••rvlee. which wouJd Qlve ar..'.' val"8 ret
the dllCCunti to b. oPflred to tohoo(,. SChool..... conlum.r. and I'
tho new rulel grQvlcl. Uuly \0 become Iven larger GUltom.,. of
advancad t,leccmmu"icatiol'\s aolVlo••.

Jl'\creaaad competlUon will mea" 1'1''''' ohoice•• ~opefully ,"ore
com.,_tith/e ',ales and added iftClntlVlI lO the exletlng a.rvlee
,providers 10 makJ the InfraslrU;lure invutmentl necel.ary to bring a
run rang. of Ildvancood tereoommyr'llcltlona appllc:ation. kI ,.hoot,.
Th....ervloo. are 'lSential If It",donu .ro to develop the knowlodge
Ind Iklll1 th••• 11m. ccmpaniet a...rt .,. required In tOCSAya'
markitplaC8•

Amerite,h'l Dntry Into the comp.titiYllong cU.tance market will
enhan;e the oppOrtl.l"lty to achloll' lPl. ,,0m;I." "enaflt. of the
T.lvGommunJcatfonl Aet Ind provide trle rang. of ehoie:•• ne.ded by
.chool, In the Y••'. shsad. W. Ilk rh., you and m. Commiulon DIve
tavcrablO ecnGidsratlon to rhllr "etftron.

Sincerei)', e&a
&

Gary C! Allan
Cltee:t r of Go~e'"ITl."tal Affair.

,

0......._.......
~

-~-- .....--.....-,..,.,.
~......

QflIl'WII-­
..GIll-.....--.......-­..........~..-­......-­................................,..-....­
~~....~..........T_.---..--...............",............".....----_......
""Go'"lIII."""e.-....- ........~ ...__ __ 1."..-­.................
~~

.....I..a­
,..~............,--.............-....................­_..--
~.'7"':~=

......&.-..
~...........................

o.-,Ww.c:.­,.....
..-..-...11I

...-.~ .."­..~...........-....................­-..roJI...-..__

~..........,.
......."'e..­"'_11_

J .....
.......-_ JI!Il,-

-.. _-/
,....ClIIiwIt9--~.....-r.. .._..._,

._~ ..................
"'OfI'WIDi~

..1011II..

07/03/97 08:22 FAX

06/11/97 08:26

00/10/" 11:40



Seniors, in particular have much to gain from the benefits of a competitive environment. For
most older Americans, affordable telephone service is the primary way to stay in touch with
family and friends, obtain needed medical consultation, and maintain contact with the commu­
nity, security: and other support organizations. Seniors should have the option to choose fro m a
variety of available marketplace options, or, if they prefer, acquire all the services they need
from a single familiar entity. Limiting marketplace options and restricting competition, will
only limit and delay the realization of the benefits of the emerging "Information Age" to an
important and growing segment of our population..

or/03/97 08:22 FAX

June 5,1997

The Honorabl!e Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. St N'W
Washington, DC 20544

Dear Mr. Chairman,

I am writing in support of the action taken by Ameritech in filing under Section 271 of the
Telecommun~cations Act of 1996 to provide long distance service, in Michigan. Ameritech's
filing clearly demonstrates that the competition we hoped would develop when the Act was
signed into law by the President, is rapidly becoming a reality.

The emergence of real competition in local long distance services will ultimately result in new
jobs for American workers, prOVide significant long term benefits such as lower prices and
better service, and foster an environment of innovation.

Approval of Ameritech's filing will begin to deliver the benefits of the Information Age to
America, as Congress intended. Mr. Chairman, I urge your thoughtful consideration and
prompt approval of Ameritech's application.

Sincerely,

".

Michael S. Guerrero
Policy DireCtor
National Hispanic Council on Aging

NATIONAL HISPANIC COUNCIL ON AGING
2713 Ontario Rd. N. W. • Washington D.C. 20009

• (202) 745·2521 (202) 265-1288 FAX (202) 745·2522 E-Mail: NHCoA@aol.com

~ 007/015



Sincerely,

June 9.1997
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Jordsn Clark
PRllidwt

The HPnomble Reed Hundt
Chainb:an
FI4eniJ Communications .Commia.iol1
1919 M Street, NW
Wu~gton.. D.C. 20554

~you.

ThoUni~ Homeowners ASlDoiation CUBA) suppOrt Amen 's application ofoffer
10111 diltance Jer"lice in MJchigan. Attached plwc ftft.d 8 aop ofUHA'sletter
,ubra.ittcd ea:lier on this mattar.

cc: : Commillioner JIIDII. QueUo
: Coa:unisaioDII' SUlID Nea
: Commiaioncr RachcUe Chana
; Sccretm:y William. Caton (2 capias)
: DoDlld 1. Russell, TolClCOD1D1uuication:s Tuk Porce
. ADtl-Trust Divtsioa, DepartmeDt ofJustice

oe/OB/V7 11:23 tt

01/03/97 08:23 FAX
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The Honorabl= .Reed Hundt
CbainnM
F~ CormnunicatiDu Commiuien
1919 M Street, NW
Waahinaton. DC ZOSS4

RE: ec Docket 97-1

Almost one year 1&0, Conar- passed and PrcsidaDt Clinton signed into law the
TelccDmmlmi,.tioDs Act of 1996. Tel date. c;onlurncn have ICCIl few, if any. heQGnts.
lletrospectivq which are DOW beai=i.na to Appear in the media generally conctude that
the oIle-year leSley ofthc new law has boen hIgher long distanccl11d cable rates; not
l!)taetly wha! Congrc:ls .utd the PNlidmt had in mind. I

i The Federal CommuaicaUons CommissiDn (FCC) now h.. before it the first
appli'-atio.I1 from a rogioual Bell company to offer in-relian, IODI distance service. The
United HOll:1eewners Aa'OciatioD (UHA) urscs you tD approve Amerlzeeh's a)'Plication to

offer ~ong distaDce service in Michigan.

: Ameritech has !ubmtued a voluminous application demonstrating that it hu
opened the local telephone market In Michigan to competition and, therefore, should be
allov.ieci to cnt=' the long~ business. .Amcritcch's application is bued on ten
iI1~oanection agreements that it hils concluded with competitors in Michigan, incJudiag
such ~ompaniC! u MFS, BrookJ Piber. and TCO. In additioD, 1he Michi,1n Public
Scrvite CommiSlion has approved arbitrated 4greemcnu that allow AT&:1", Mer and
SpriDt 10 interconnect with and t'C8ell Amaritcch'llocal service. These agreement! hold
the promise, albeit a distant onl;, of lower prices and better service for homeowncr& in
Michl.gan. AT&T, fDr example, bas ind.icated that it hopes to offer local service in
Michiill&n this spring, but only aD a limited basis.2

, Sllll\ for Ulmplo, Mlkl Milia and Paul FlU'hI, """11 111 lire« Marklt? 't'M TeleGOmmunicarionl Act So
,~ liUatllU" Prices, Few Beucflu." lb- W.lhln,ton PDIt. Jm'llwy 19. 1997, HI, H'.
t L~brCauley. "SJI C.,Jafl A,..$low 10 Enr. lDMl MrirUlI." The Wall $En!lr lQumlL 11llvary 21,
1997, !Bt. 89.

151 I Ie Strcct7 NW Suite 326 Wsshin,toa. DC 20005

Phon~ 202.408.8842 Pax: 102.408.8156

.'

01103/97 08:23 FAX
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J 5••, '·'etition (or Ru1lr1'1a1dn, ED ..JaulfY.ATAT u h."inS domlnanE "",or IUfUI," .o.ombllr 31,
1996, ud FCC Public Notic;e DA 97-123, Jlnggy 16, IPSl7.

i This ill wbat CO!1areSS had In mind. Similar rate reductions in Michigan t:ra.mlates
into avmjl ofhundreds ofmi11iona ofdollars for homeowners and -smell businesses.

14I 011/015
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.!11ese rate hikes.tend in uwked contrast to what il happe!1ing in those few areas
ofthe counuy where the local excbanp carrier has catered the long distance market In
IraII o,lCODllet.tlcut served by SNET and areaa ofCalifornia served by GTE, rates for
IOQl dirtancc le:vice have dropped 15 to 20 percent

! HomeoWft8l'l in. Mlchipn em rell1ize the promise of lower long distance rates u
lOOn u the Commiaicln approWi A.merhe~b'J 10111 distanc:c applicadon. AB you know,
AT&t'Ii, Met aDd Sprint continue to raiJc theirTBEeS. Molt recently, AT&TI1i.lcd its ra'cs
5.9 s*ccnt the day belen niUWpvins- Mel and Sprint also rates their tates, 4.9
pored and 2 percent !ttlpectivciy, at around the same time. It marked the ninth time in
tha last UVeD yem that the BiB 1'hrce railed tates in lock step. UHA thanks the
Commission for requesting public comment on the: joint petition orUHA and the United
Seniort Healm Cooperative to reinstate AT'"T'. dominant cmicr SWUI.:l We beHove
thai givon ita mr.rket shan anA mlrket power, ATaT should be !ecllaificd IS

"domi,ant." AT&T·, s1atuI should be revisited after the rcelona! Ball companies and
otb8r lbeeJ exehm.ge canilIrs enter the long distance market.

.UHA. dl.ercforc, urges the Commialion to approve Amedtech's appliQluon to
,n"lbe IOUI distance matk.et in Michigan. Ameritech hu met the requirements af the
Telecomm'UftioatioDS Act of 1996 .1 regard. opening the local market 110 competition.
Home~wnm in Michiaan should not hive to wait any lonlor to realize the benefits of
mGlJDbl(.fUl competition in the lonl distance mll'k~t.

~: iComtaissioner lama Quell0
iCommilliozu:r StanNelS
:CommfuJonef Rachalle Chong
iScCirrJUIty William Catoa (2 oopiel)

08/D9/97 ll: 23

07/03/97 08:24 FAX
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June 16, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal COmmunications Commission
1919 M. Street NW
Washington, DC 20544

Oear Mr. Hundt,

On behalf of llIe Right Place Program •would like to lend support to
Ameritech's application to provide long distance service in Michigan.

Ameritech's community involvement throughout the state has been generous
and most beneficia' to all Michigan residen1S. We know that they endorse full
and fait competition, based on the best ~rocIuets, at the best prices with best
customer seJVice available for an residents. As President of The Right Place
Program, the economi~ development organization for West Michigan and a non­
profit program, I fee' that true, market-based competition in all tele­
communications matkatS WiD eMure that me United States continues to have a
state-of-the-art communications infraswcture - which is an asset that is
essential to building our economy. retaining and attracting business8$ and
rneeting the needs of our residents. Through this increased ccmpetition and
growing communications wortcforce. we will experience job growth and
incraased demand for housing, daily living expenses and discretiona~ income.

We hOpe there will not be delay in opening the long distance markets to
competition. With that in mind, The Right Place Program strongly supports and
encourages approval of Atneriteen's application.

BMKlmam

cc: Mr. Donald J. Russell
Telecommunication Task Force. A.nti-Trust Division
U.S. Department of Justice
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June 25, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt. ChaiIman
Federal CommuDicaUons Commission
1919 M Street" N.W.
Washington D.C. 20544

Dear Chairman Hundt:

It is my~ that Amcritech Micbigm recently resubmitted to. the
Federal Couu22.UDieaticms Conunission its application to ptOvide long cfistaace
service in .Michigan, under the procedlR ~li£hectby the Tdecommunieatiom
Ad of 1996. I lID. writing to urge yom prompt md positive consideration of
AmeriteehJs application (Docket #DA 97-137).

M presid.eD1 of Detwit Renaissance, an orpni2:ation of CEO's of the lar&cst
Dettoit-area corporations 'Whose mission is economic mritalization of Detnm:, I
believe that Jll&1:bt-based competition in all telecommunications markets will
boost our economic development efforts.

Tbankyou fbr your consideration ofthe Ameriteeh application and this letter.

~: DoDa1d J. R.ussell

, -­,-



DETROIT RENAISSANCE DIRECTOR COMPANIES

AAA Michigan
Allied Signal
American Natural Resources
Ameritech Michigan
ASC Incorporated
Barden Companies
The Bing Group
Blue Cross I Blue Shield of Michigan
The Budd Company
Charter One Financial
Chrysler Corporation
Comerica
Consumers Power
Detroit Edison
Detroit Lions
Federal-Mogul Corporation
First Independence National Bank
First of America Bank Corporation
Max M. Fisher
Ford Motor
General Motors
Honigman, Miller, Schwartz & Cohn
Hudson's
Hudson-Webber Foundation
ITT Industries
Kmart
Kelly Services
Kughm Enterprises
Masco
MCN Energy Group
Michigan National Corporation
NBD Bank
Northwest Airlines
Penske Corporation
pulte Corporation
Regal Plastics
Standard Federal Bank
The Stroh Companies
Talon, Inc.
The Taubman Company
Thyssen, Inc.
Unisys
The WW Group

Ex-Officio Members - Chairman Of:

Greater Detroit Chamber of Commerce
Detroit Econommic Growth Corporation
New Detroit, Inc.
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•MADONNA
UNIVERSITY

•
38800 SCH()QLQWT ROAD

UVONlA.IICHIGAN .,50-1173
(S1~"""S

FAX (113) C8Z-SI:I3

n= Honorable Reed HuDdt, Chairman
Federal Commumrarians Commislion
1919 M. Street, Northwest
waihington, D.C.' 20S44 ..

Deaf Honorable Reed Hundt:

Full and fair competiUOIl in aD teteeommunicatioD& marIcetI ia esJel1tia1 to building our
ecanomy and is enential to the DOI1p1'Ofit sector, particularly to the educational sytfCDl.
Madonna. UDivel'lity in Livonia, MidJipD, is a nan-pmfit iDltimt!cxa wbiob IUOqly supports
marbt~baIed COlUpetition where cuatomen have rhe cpportuuity to select from the best
proc1ucts, at the best prices, with the best service, from rhe beat providers.

'n1e inumt of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 was to promote full and fair
competition in all tclccommunicati<ms markets, which will be the key to the delivery of the
information superhighway to consumers.. "boainel_, schoof. and IKmptOfiti. Madanua
University requests, therefore. that you move favorably aD Ameriteeh's IPPlieation (Dodcet
IDA In·137).

,

It is our beliof that delaying the opeliing of lon( distaDcB marbtl to campotitioD. Will
serve only as a detrimeDt to our economy. For me benefit of U.S. commctClC, and thcIcby,
the benefit of U.S. nonprofits~ we heaniIy support Amcrltech in its efforts and ask tbat you
approve it3 applic¢on WiEhout deJay.

Sincerely,

,;~}¥L. ~&lIr~44"'" ,~
Sister M. PraDcilefte. CSSF
President, '

cc: Donald 1. Russell. TelecommllUications Task Porce
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JSA~
TRAFFIC $ARTY ASSOCIATION QF MICHIGAN

602 Michigan National Tower
Lansing. Michigan 48933
ThOmas O. Reel. P'residenl
(517) 487·881' FAX ISH) J.87·6358
e·mail: tsaOvoyager.net
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June 11, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW
Washington, DC 20544

Dear Honorable Hundt:

I urge you to grant Ameritech authority to provide long distance service.
It is clear to me that local competition is expanding rapidly in Michigan markets
served by Ameritech.

The Telecommunicatious Act of 1996 has been in effect for over 16
months. Durin& that period. long distance rates have remained level or gone up in
some cases. In the meantime, the Michigan Public Service Commission has
granted authority to numerous telecommunicalions providers including AT&T,
Brooks Fiber) Mer Metro, Sprint, etc. to compete in local markets.

Please do not delay in opening long distance markets to competition, for
the benefit of U.S. Commerce as well as nonprofits such as the Traffic Safety
Association of Michigan.

dks

cc: Donald J. Russell
U.S. Department ofJustice

bee: w(sa H&mway - Ameritech
Fred Birch - Ameri~ch



Bay-Arenac Intermediate School District
JON WHAM,~nt

42281WO MILE ROAD, 1M cnY. MICHIGAN .'06-2397 #'I ~
PHONE (517) 686-4410

FAX (517) '67-3286
INT!RMEClATE BOARD OF l!OUCAnON

l.OUIS P. STANGE. Pfesloent ROBERT C. IMER. TI\IIfM
FRANK H. OAVfNPORT.~~ PeNNY L. PAGE. Trustee
AN9El.A V. FENTON, ~'OtY W1WAM A. JOltOA,... TNmiIe
W. THOMAS BUAOICIC. TleoslJf8t

June 9, 1997
The Honorable Rced Hundt
Federal Commtmiearion!l Commission
1919 M. Street, Northwest
Washington, D.C. 20544

Dear Mr. Hundt:

I am writing regarding the Telecommunications Act of 1996, specifically opening long distance markets
to competition for the benefit ofschools., other non-profits and U.S. commerce.

It is my beliefthat true market based competition in all telecommunications markets will ensure that the
United States continues to have a state-of-the-an communications infrastruc:ture- an asset that is essential
to building our economy, and building our economy is essential to the nonprofit sector.

The telecommunications Act of 1996 has been in effect for over a year, with no noticeable impact on
long distance prices, which have steadily gone up.

The intent ofthe Act was to promote full and fair competition in all telecommunications markets, which
wlll be the key to the delivery of the information superhighway to consumers, businesses, schools and
nonprofits.

As a regional nonprofit organization, we view the health ofAmerican consumers, businesses and schools
as the key to our operating programs and revenue.

Today, the most qualified competitors to the long distance companies can't even compete for our
business.

In conclusion, I endorse :full and fair competition, based on the best products, at the best prices with the
best custOmer service available and ask that the implementation ofthe Act.be expedited.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sinc~.~

~Wban .
Superintendent

JMW/ct

pc; PatVance /'

The mission of the Bay-Arenoe Intermediate School Olstrtet Is to promote'
eduCational excellence, through lead8fShip. su~~rt. and 5eNlce.

..
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We support Ameritec:h's cutry into tbe 10DI: distance market, aJIowiJlg
the busilless OWlier and consumer p-eater choice for their
colftDlQDic:stiODS sel'Yices pro",idet'.

The Michigan Small Business Development Centerl located within the
Seidman S~ool ofBusiness at Grand Valley State University, is
committed to the growth and development ofsmall businesses in Kent
Ottawa and Muskegan Counties. ProvLsion ofsmall business training,
counsell research) and advocacy for small businesses is our mission.

Communications technology plays a significant role in the operation of a
successful small business. For survival in today's competitive
marketplac:e. it is essential that a small business have access to low priced
and highly competitive communication services. It is critical to
effectively communicate with customers and efficiently use internal
resources. Equal competition among information technology provid~s

will allow busine9S owners to a.ccess the best services available for
operation oftheir companies.

S~~opu~
Carol Lopucki
Director. MI-Small Business Development Center

cc; Ron Hall, State Director
Michigan Small Busineu Dev~lopmentCenter Ncnwork

June 3, 1997

Orand Rapids Press
Letter to the Editor
Public Pulse
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JOHN ENGLe",
GOV/i;RNOfII June 10) 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt) Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20544

Dear M:r. Hundt:

As Governor of Michigan. I feel compelled to express my support of
Amcritcch's filing, under Seotion 271 of the Federal Tele{}ommunications Act of
1996, to provide in-region long distance service in Michigan. If approved. this
historic filing will provide greater competition in long distanCQ and the added
choice for consumers that Congress had in mi1)d when the President signed the
bill into law well aver a yl;a,r ago.

Michigan now has over 24 companies such as AT&T, MOI-Motro, MFS,
Brooks Fiber, et. a1. that have recf)ived licenses to provide local phone service in
Michigan. Tho Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC) has also recently
issued an order approving the intereonnection agreement between Ameriteeh and
AT&T. A number of these companies are conducting advertising campaigns in
an effort to obtain market s1uu"c of the local oocchange business.

Moreover. the Michiga.n Public Service Commission has conducted an
extensive analysis of the filing1 and found that Ameritec:h has met most of the
items in the competitive check1i~t- Where there appears to be a deficiency) the
MPSC has indicated that it is reasonable to anticipate that the necessary
corrections can be made prior to the date on which thE!! FCC must act on the
application. The MPSC haa advised me that federal involvement will greatly
enhance the prospects foJ' successful resolution.

I urge you to u..'w the full extent ofyour authority to assure that the
problems identified by the MPSC are not left unsolved due to inaction. Ai;, you and
I have discussed in the past, Michigan i$ poised to move further into the
competitive telecommunications mark~t. This cOlIlmitment ~as demonstJ-ated in
1995. when Michigan created a competitive landscape by enacting the Michigan
Telecomml.lnications Act of' 1995. Since then, wo have a.cted expeditiously to bring
competition to eVGry love) within our state. You and your fellow Commissioners
have done likewise in the unwavering course you have set,.

JUN 11 '97 '08:56 5173350118



The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Page 2
June 10, 1997

You now have the opportunity before you to atrike down the last majol'
impediment to full and complEtte compotition in the telecomMunica.tions se.COOl". It
is my hope that Al:nsriteeh's application will be judged on the basis of a full a.nd
complete record at tho end ofthe 90·day review period, and that we will be able to
take the next step in bringing competitive benofits to all of our citizens.

P.03/03

PFlGE.OO35173350118

TO DC

Sincerely,

JEllclpw

cC: Mr. Donald J. Ruesell, Depa:rtm.ent of Justice
Michigan Public Service Comnlission

JUN 11 '97 08:57
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The Honorable Reed Hundt. Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington D.C. 20544

Dear Mr. Hundt:

As the Chairman of the Michigan Senate Committee on Technology and Energy, aml the sponsor
ofthe Michigan Telecormnunieations Acts of 1990 and 1994. ram once llain writina to you to
commend and urge your support ofAmenteoh's application to provide in-region interLATA
services in Michigan~as set out under Section 271 (d) of the Federal Teleeonununications Act.

Michigan is proud to have led the nation in 1990 with Telecommunications refonn that has
yielded increased competition in local communications and cable television markets~ innovations
in products and services, and morc responsive customer service. We've seen a complex
regulatnry structure beginning to give way to market-based competition. here in MielUgan, and
we're proud that Michiaan is once again taking the lea4 in.fu:rther deregulation. I finnly believe
that there can be no true competition until everyone is allowed to compete - in local service,
intraLATA IOll8-distanc&: service, and interLATAlong-distance service.

Mi~hi&an consumers and businesses should have a full range ofchoices in selecting both their
local and long-distance communications providers. 1'bey should be able to select the best
produotst With the best ScMce, at the best pti~ from th~ best wJnpany o1ferin,g services in their
area. I urge you to move without further delay to favorably consider Amerirechls application to
bring tUlI and fair competition to Michigan..

Sincerely,

Mat Dunaskiss
State Senator, 16th District

cc: Mr. Donald J. Russell, DOl
Mr. John Strand, Chairman MPSC

G01'~0'd C.C -aT J t:CT_i""W"Ji ~,~,..
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~M."lmnr
O~r of COrporatil Contrillulfons-Mlchlgan
444M~n Avenue. F100lTi lS~
Detrolt. MI 49226
OffIce 313122305747
Fex 3131496-9332

June 6,1997

The Honorable Reed HUDdt. Chrm..
Federal Communications Comtnission
1919 M. Street, NW
~ashington,D.C.20544

~ar Chnn Hundt:

This letter is in reference to Docket #DA 97-137.

N
CINT'"

W~~*'Jtr1
'"

, 2'"1 W. WfJBIlIY
Jackson. Michigan 49201
(5' 7) 762-0$-37
FAX (517) 182-4045

In oW' efforts to reCel,ve the best phone service for the best price. we as a
non-profit organization must constantly shop for value.

It is Olu' optojon that some very qualified "players" in the
tele<:ommUDi<:atioDS business are. not allowed to co:mpete. We endorse full
and. fa1%' competltloD, based on the beSt products, at the best prices with
the best customer service available.

Please do not delay in opening markets to competition. We should all be
benefidaIi~sof an open market.

Thank you.

./'·'1ames Cornforth
Associate EXecutive Director

cc: Mr. Donald J. Russell
Telecommunications Task Force. Anti~Trust Division
U. S. Department of Justice
82055 555 4th St. NW
Washington, D.C. 20001

OUR MISSION IS TO IMPROVElltE QUAUTY OF UFE OF I"'~UALSAND FAMIUES

JUN 06 '97 15:13 PRGE.01
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SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

Curtis Hertel
2nd District

June 4, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20544

Dear Honorable Hundt;

Michipn House of Representatives
Slate C8pi\Ol 8uildi",

1..aII5i1l!. MicllipII48913
Pbo~: {S17)j73-1983

This letter is being written in support of Ameritech's filling under Section 271 of the Federal
Teleconununications Act of 1996 to provide in-region long distance service in Michigan. By allowing
Ameritecb to enter the long distance market. an increase in competition for both local and long distance
services wjthin the state would result, providing better and expanded customer services and greater choice to
the residents of Michigan

It is this competition that will ensure the quality, state-of-the-art communications infrastructure that
is needed for a stringt growing economy. The only way to continue meeting the increased needs of consumers
wold be to grant approval of Ameritech's petition under Section 271.

Ameritcch has proven to be an asset to the state of Michigan in a mnnber of ways. They have over
30,000 current and retired employees within the state. The number will surely continue to grow once the
application has been approved, prOViding much needed jobs tot he residents of my state. Ameritech has
currently and consistently met all of the legal and technical requirements and regulations thus far put forward
by both the Federal and Michigan Telecommunications Act.

These few reasons alone warrant enougb cause to justify why Ameritech's petition should be
approved, SO it is here once again. That I ask for serious consideration to be given to Ameritech's request to
begin providing in-region long distance service to the state of Micfijgan.

Thank you for your sincere attention to this issue. I will be available to discuss in detail any aspect
of this letter should you desire. I look forward to hearing your decision.

cc:
Mr. Donald J. Russell
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The Honorable Reed Hundt. Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street Northwest
Washington. DC 20544

Dear Mr. Hundt:

June 12, 1997

I am oonespondina with you regarding Docket NDA9?-137 as President of the
Pleasant Ridge Poundation in Michigan. We are writing to ask that you consider
fa'Vorable action on Ameritech's application so that we ean enjoy full and fair competirion
in aU parts 9f the telecommwlications markets here in Michigan.

Although the Telecommunicarions Act of 1996 has been in effect for over a year. long
distanee prices seem to continue to rise - competition does not really exist y~t. As a non­
profit organization, costs are always ofconcern to us. and we would like to see all the
qualified competition in long distance service be able to bid for our business and that of
our members. We hope that you wHl not delay too long in opening the long distance
marte:ets to wider competition so that all organiutions such as ours or regular businegses
can continue to enjoy a state-of-the-art c.ommunications infrastructure.

Than.k you fot' your attention to my request - I look fOI'\Vard to your speedy decision in
this matter.

cc: Donald J Russell
The US Department ofJustice

---"'-'

Sincerely~

1l6M~
Ban)' M. MUl"phy
President

... , 'I-..,I
., ..... , '

...... ....,..,.~ ... -,r:;.,"')
~.'. 4: __ ..;.."_ -.
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220BAG~ SUITE 1020
DETROIT, MI 48226

VOICE: (313) 961.f1120
TOO: (313) 961--8118
FA)(: (313) 961-9168

BOARD OF DIRECTORS!

CHAIR
Robert Thomton
NlWDttroll

VICE CHAIR
Barbara Washington
~.t1,8d. Ameritedl

TREASURER
Keith Biggs
Keyo Tax $ervtee

SECRETARY
Gretchen COleman
Detrolt Dey Schoor.Otaf

MEMBERS
Charle$ Anderson
c"* In SchOOb

Robinzina Bryant, J.O.
NewCetrolt

FelioiB Hunter, C.O.O.
Goo<IWIIlr4.lstIIes

Leslie O. McCoy
Detrol't fl'1lQoe Dept.

Paulette Nuntee
AmIflteClh
Mchelte Ventour. M.S.W.
MarygrQ\IO CdIege

PRESIDENT &: CEO:
Relchelle Anderson, M.A.

MEDICAL DIRECTOR;
Phillipa Zyfanoff, M.D.

. -. =-

June 11. 1997

The Honorable,Hundt. Chalnnan
Federal Communications commIssion
1919 M. Street, Northwest
Washington. D.C. 20544

RE: Docket #DA97-137

Dear Cha.trman Hundt:

We believe telephone customers should be able to select the
best product. from the best provider. at the best pl1ce from the
company with the best servtce. We furtht:r belteve Amerltech
is that company to offer long distance sel'V1ce in Michigan.

1. The Telecommunications Act of 1996 has been in effect
for over a year, with no noticeable 1mpact on long
distance prtces. which have stea.dily gone up.

2. The Intent of the Act was to promote full and fair
compeUtion In aU telecommunications markets.
which will be the key to the del1~ry of the Information
superh1ghway to consumers, businesses. schools and
nonproftts.

3. Ameritech .Is a global/rnultl-state/regtonal nonprofit
organ11.3Uon. They believe the health of American
consumers, buslnc$Ses and sChools as the key to
operating programs and revenue.

4. Along WIth Amcrl~ch, Deaf Options' endorscs tun and
fair cOl1lpeUUon. based on the best produ~ts. at the
best prices With the best customer service available.

5. Please do not C1elay In opening long distance markets
to compcUUOn. ror the b¢neftt of U.S. commerce, and
thereby. the benefit or U.$. nonpronts, as well.

Sincerely.

Relebclle Anderson
President & CEO

cc: Mr. Donald J. Russell

DEAF OPTIONS: ENCOURAGING. ENLIGHTENING, EMPOWERING
/4. Se~e PrClI'rder ofThe Detroit-Wayne County Community Mental "'ealth Board

Acered"rted by the Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Faei~lies


